
Conceptual Web on Forced Journeys Inquiry, Grades 4-8. 
 

Forced Journeys:  Refugee Experiences 
 

Conceptual Understandings of Journeys 
 

 Mapping My Life Journeys     Journeys of Transformation 
My Map Book by Sara Fanelli    Map the changes in these characters through 
Create a visual map of your life journey   their journeys 
Share your map with a partner    Breaking Stalin’s Nose by Eugene Yelchin 
Web the kinds of journeys on your map   Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings 
Analyze which journeys are forced or chosen  Wonder by R.J. Palacios 
       Keeping Corner by Kashmira Sheth 
Their Great Gift by John Coy    The Truth about Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin  
Research your family’s arrival story   Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Create a map of your family’s journey   The Turtle of Oman by Naomi Shihab Nye 
       The Thing about Luck by Cynthia Kadahota 
       The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
 
Forced Journeys      Journey as Adventure 
Web the types of forced journeys and their consequences     Journey, Quest, and Return by Aaron Becker 
Barbed Wire Baseball by Marissa Moss          Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett  
Home to Medicine Mountain by Chiori Santiago   Johnson 
The Stamp Collector by Jennifer Lanthier                       Draw your own imaginative adventure with 
Michael Rosen’s Sad Book by Michael Rosen   a favorite color of crayon 
The Color of Home by Mary Hoffman  
Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote by Duncan Tonatiuh 
My Freedom Trip by Frances and Ginger Park 
Wall by Tom Cole 
Bug in a Vaccum by Melanie Watt 
A Storm Called Katrina by Myron Uhlberg 
I Know Here by Laurel Croza 
Lindbergh: The Tale of a Flying Mouse by Torben Kuhlmann 
Two White Rabbits by Jairo Buitrago  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Forced Journeys of Refugees 
 
Comparing Past and Present 
Denied, Detained, Deported by Ann Bausum 
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
La Linea by Ann Jamarillo 
 
Nory Ryan’s Song by Patricia Reilly Giff 
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 
 
Facing Prejudice and Hatred 
The Island by Armin Greder (PB) 
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary Schmidt 
Now is the Time for Running by Michael Williams 
The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon 
 
Challenging Borders and Rules 
Migrant by Jose Manuel Mateo (PB) 
La Linea by Ann Jamarillo (GR) 
Ask Me No Questions by Marina Budhos 
A Time of Miracles by Anne-Laure Bondoux 
The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinkney 
 
Experiencing the Unknown/Creating Connection 
The Arrival by Shaun Tan (PB) 
Azzi in Between by Sarah Garland 
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
Shooting Kabul by N. H. Senzai 
Lost Girl Found by Leah Bassoff 
 
What’s in a Name? Picturebook set 
América is Her Name by Louis Rodríguez  
My Name is Sangoel by Karen Lynn Williams 
The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi 
Thunder Boy Jr. by Sherman Alexie 
René Has Two Last Names by René Colato Lainez 
Little Treasures: Endearments from Around the World by Jacqueline Ogburn 
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