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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA



TTE 539: 
Recent Research on Teaching & Schooling

Spring, 2014
Course Time:  Thursday, 1:30-4:00
Course Location:  Flowing Wells High School, Room 52 & 53 
Instructors:  Dr. Barry Roth and Dr. Patty Stowers
Contact Information:  roth@email.arizona.edu,  (520) 205-0285; pstowers@theriver.com, (520) 577-6929 
Office Hours:  12:30-1:30, Thursdays, at Flowing Wells and by appointment

Graduate Assistant: Philip Stevens

Contact Information: psteven1@email.arizona.edu 


Office Hours: by appointment

Course Description

In this course you will explore the concepts, methodologies and findings of recent research on teaching and schooling practices. You will implement research-based instructional practices while student teaching and reflect upon their effectiveness at promoting learner development. You will conduct a Classroom Inquiry research project that examines factors affecting student learning and present your findings to College faculty and your peers. This course will help you refine the skills and dispositions necessary to meet the national standards set for teachers:
· The InTASC Standards:  http://www.ccsso.org/Documents/2011/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_2011.pdf
· The ISTE NETS-T Standards:  http://www.iste.org/Libraries/PDFs/NETS-T_Standards.sflb.ashx
Course Objectives

	The learner will be able to:
	Standard:

	1. Reflect on educational issues/concerns that arise during their student teaching and apply the current research to solving those problems.
	InTASC Standards: (9) a-e; (10) f, i

	2. Participate in online discussion forums to analyze and critique current educational issues relevant to the student teaching experience.
	InTASC Standards: (9) a, b, d, f; (10) f, g, n
ISTE.NETS-T Standards: (3) a-d; (4) c; (5) a, c

	3. Analyze research-based approaches to planning and instruction, culminating in the creating of lessons units and assessments in field site settings.
	InTASC Standards: (1) a, b; (2) a, c; (3) b, d, e, h; (6) a, e; (7) a, c, d, f

	4. Create an electronic professional portfolio that illustrates their professional knowledge of the research on effective teaching, as well as their ability to apply that knowledge in their daily practice.
	InTASC Standards: (1) a, b, d, e; (2) a, c, e – i; (3) a, c, d, i, j, k, n, o, q; (4) d, e, j, n, r; (6) a, e, q, r, t; (7) a - d, f, g, i - l, n, p, q; (8) a, b, e, f, h - l, p, q; (9) a, b, l, n, o, t; (10) f

ISTE.NETS-T Standards: (2) a; (3) a, c, d; (4) a, c; (5) c

	5. Conduct a classroom inquiry research project on topics related to educational issues arising in their classrooms or at their school sites.
	InTASC Standards: (9) a - f; (10) f, h, s 


Textbooks

There is no required textbook.  Course readings will be assigned and distributed by the instructors.

Rules and Procedures

1. Please arrive on time.
2. Food and drinks are allowed in the classroom.  Take restroom breaks as needed
3. Turn off all cell phones and pagers prior to the start of class.
4. Seminar time is to be reserved for a professional and constructive discussion of student teaching issues, with an emphasis on classroom management, planning, instruction and assessment.
5. Assignments turned in late will be reduced by one letter grade for each class period beyond the due date.
6. It is expected that all work should be professionally presented, including having been proofread for spelling and grammatical errors.

7. Given the nature of the class, regular attendance is important and is required.  Each student is allowed one absence during the week of his/her site school’s spring break. Excessive absences may result the student being dropped from the course or issued a failing grade.  All holidays or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those students who show affiliation with that particular religion.  Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean’s designee) will be honored.
Special Needs and Accommodations

Students who need special accommodation(s) should contact the Disability Resources Center (520-621-3278; http://drc.arizona.edu/ ).  Students who are registered with the Disability Resource Center must submit appropriate documentation to their instructor if requesting reasonable accommodations.  Please make an appointment to meet with your instructor during office hours to discuss accommodations that will allow you to fully participate in the course requirements and activities.
Nondiscrimination and Anti-Harassment Policy

The College of Education joins in the University of Arizona’s commitment to an environment free of discrimination, harassment and retaliation based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or other protected characteristics. If you have questions or concerns about possible discrimination or harassment, including in a field experience or any University-sponsored activity, please contact the University’s Office of Institutional Equity, 520-621-9449, http://equity.arizona.edu.
University of Arizona Code of Conduct

All University of Arizona students should be familiar with the UA Code of Conduct.  The Dean of Students Office has developed information about policies, procedures, rights and responsibilities that should be followed by students.  The UA Code of Conduct can be found at:

http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/policiesandcodes.

University of Arizona Code of Academic Integrity

Students are expected to adhere to the Code of Academic Integrity which addresses issues such as: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.  The Code of Academic Integrity can be found at: http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/codeofacademicintegrity.

Expectations of Professionalism

When you entered Teach Arizona you signed The University of Arizona UA TPP Professional Standards Student Contract in which you agreed to abide by the UA TPP standards.  Please review the Teacher Candidate Standards which addresses professional roles and responsibilities.  The Teacher Candidate Standards can be found at:  http://www.coe.arizona.edu/professional_standards
Note:  Information contained in this syllabus with the exception of the attendance and grading policies may be subject to change with reasonable advanced notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

Course Assignments
This course aligns to the 6-unit morning field internship (TTE 593).  The Multi-Modal Plan, Cooperative Learning Lesson Plan, and Classroom Inquiry Written and Oral Reports should be designed for your school site classroom.

· Class Preparation/Closures – 15%

· Students are expected to complete assigned readings prior to class, and participate fully during in-class discussions and activities. Students are also expected to attend and be prepared for all Classroom Inquiry meetings with Philip Stevens.
· Following some lessons (e.g.: Cooperative Learning, Formative Assessment), students will submit reflective closure analyses to D2L.

( InTASC Standards: 9, 10 - ISTE.NETS-T Standards: 3, 4, 5)
· Differentiated Instruction Plan - 15%
· Create a lesson or unit plan for your student teaching classroom that incorporates the research on differentiated instructional strategies.  Identify the strategies being used and the rationale for selecting those strategies.
(InTASC Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7)
· Electronic Portfolio - 20%

· Create a web-based electronic portfolio using Weebly or Google Sites. The portfolio must contain: Statement of Teaching Philosophy; Resumé; Course Expectancy Sheet (Syllabus); Unit Plan; Lesson Plan (with accompanying materials). To receive a grade of A, the portfolio must contain two additional items from the following list: college transcript (remove SID, SSN and or address); evaluations from students and colleagues; assessment that you have created; lab or simulation that you have created; evidence of a professional development workshop you have attended; other (see me for prior approval). Each portfolio item must be accompanied by a reflective statement that details which InTASC and/or ISTE.NETS-T Standard met by the item along with a statement declaring how the item meets that standard.
(InTASC Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10; ISTE.NETS-T Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5)

· Classroom Inquiry Oral Presentation - 10%

· Create a poster that displays the major components of your Classroom Inquiry Project: Title; Author; Methodology; Data; Analysis; Findings; Conclusions; Final Comments. Be prepared to defend your poster to your peers and invited faculty and guests. Grades will be assigned based upon presentation (organization and clarity) – 50% and completeness – 50%. (InTASC Standards: 9, 10)

· Classroom Inquiry Written Report
 - 40%

· This is the Benchmark Assignment for TTE 539. You must receive a passing grade on this assignment in order to pass the course. A passing grade is defined as an average score of “2” or above (across all categories) on the grading rubric. A detailed description of the assignment guidelines and grading rubric are presented in the next section of this syllabus. (InTASC Standards: 9, 10)

Classroom Inquiry Written Report Assignment Guidelines
The Classroom Inquiry project is based upon the research proposal developed fall semester in TTE 597r – Action Research Workshop. The proposal identifies the research problem, states the research questions and identifies the procedures you will follow to collect and analyze data. To complete the written report you will collect data from your students and setting using instruments developed in TTE 597r and analyze the data in accordance with the procedures outline in the proposal. You will state your findings and conclusion and discuss their implications for future teaching practice. (InTASC Standards: 9, 10)

Required components of the written report (headings and subheadings) and their value are as follows:

· Title Page – 2%

· Table of Contents – 3%

· Abstract (300 words maximum) – 5%

· Research Problem – 5%

· Summary of what led you to identifying the research problem

· Statement of Research Questions

· Procedures – 20%

· Setting (population, demographics, where the research took place, grade level/content)

· Participants (sample size, demographics, how selected)

· Chronology

· Instruments (describe measures used to collect data, include in appendix)

· Data Triangulation Matrix
· Analysis (describe qualitative and/or quantitative procedures used for data analysis)

· Findings – 25% (present data organized by research question)

· Conclusions – 25% (describe what you have learned from the data, organize by research question)

· Final Comments – 10% (state what you would do differently, ideas for future research, implications for future practice)

· Appendix – 5% (cover page for each appendix, include copies of data collection instruments)
Classroom Inquiry Assessment Rubric

	Criteria
	4 Points
	3 Points
	2 Points
	1 Point

	Title Page (2%)
	All required components are present: title of project, student name and date
	One required component is missing
	Two required components are missing
	Title page is not included

	Table of Contents (3%)
	The table of contents accurately supplies page numbers for each of the headings and subheadings in a clear and easy to follow manner
	The table of contents accurately supplies page numbers for all headings and subheadings but is difficult to follow
	The table of contents inaccurately supplies page numbers or is missing headings and/or subheadings
	The table of contents is missing or completely inaccurate in identifying page numbers and/or headings and subheadings 

	Abstract (5%)
	The abstract conforms to the 300 word limit and is correctly formatted. It includes a summary of the entire project including rationale, research questions, setting and participants, data triangulation matrix, data collection methodology, chronology, findings and conclusion
	The abstract does not conform to the prescribed formatting but contains all of the required elements.
	The abstract is missing one or two elements of the research project
	No abstract is included or the abstract is missing several key elements of the research project.

	Research Problem (5%)

InTASC Standards: 9, 10
	This section of the paper clearly identifies the rationale for why the researcher chose this topic for his/her school site. Dependent and independent variables are clearly identified. Research questions are clearly stated.
	The rationale for why the topic was chosen is vague. Dependent and independent variables are stated. Research questions are clearly stated.
	The rationale for why the topic was chosen is vague. No variables are listed. Research Questions are clearly stated
	The rationale for why the topic was chosen is extremely vague or missing entirely. No variable are listed. Research questions are missing or incomplete.

	Procedures (20%)

InTASC Standards: 9, 10
	Setting and participants are clearly described with all identifying information redacted. Data collection instruments are fully described. Data triangulation matrix addresses all three research questions with three sources of data.  A chronology delineating the precise timeframe is included. The procedures followed for data analysis are clearly described. 
	Description of setting and participants is unclear or identifying information is included or data collection instruments are not fully described or a chronology delineating the precise timeframe is missing or incomplete or the procedures followed for data analysis are not clearly described. Data triangulation matrix contains only two sources for each question.
	Information pertaining to all subheadings are included but two or more are deficient: settings and participants, data collection instruments, chronology, data analysis procedures, data triangulation matrix.
	Key information from multiple subheadings is missing or entire subheadings are not included.

	Findings (25%)

InTASC Standards: 9, 10
	Findings are presented by research question. Data are neatly presented in tables and is preceded by a narrative that clearly describes the findings. Tables are numbered and titled and the table number referenced in the narrative. The narrative is objective and states findings without making any subjective conclusions.
	Findings are presented by research question. Data are neatly presented in tables and is preceded by a narrative that clearly describes the findings. Tables are not numbered or are not titled or are not referenced in the narrative. The narrative is objective for the most part but may contain some subjective remarks.
	Findings are presented by research question. Data are presented in tables but is difficult to follow or the narrative preceding the tables is somewhat vague or tables are not titled or numbered or the narrative provides many subjective conclusions along with some objective data.
	Findings are difficult to follow for one or more of the following reasons: findings are not listed by research question, data are not included in tables, there is no narrative preceding the table or the narrative is written in a manner that confuses the reader, the researcher presents conclusions rather than findings.

	Conclusions (25%)

InTASC Standards: 9, 10
	Conclusions are presented by research question. Conclusions are limited to the scope of the research project and are not projected to the world at-large. Uncontrolled variable or so-called “confounding factors” are clearly addressed. Conclusions are consistent with the data collected and are not overstated.
	Conclusions are presented by research question. Conclusions are limited to the scope of the research but some unsupported broader implications may be described. Some uncontrolled variable or so-called “confounding factors” are addressed while others are missing. Conclusions are for the most part consistent with the data collected and are not overstated.


	Conclusions are presented by research question. Some of the conclusions clearly fall outside of the scope of the research project. Several uncontrolled variable or so-called “confounding factors” are missing. Some of the conclusions are clearly overstated and not supported by the data.
	Conclusions are not listed by research question or the conclusions are not supported by the findings or confounding factors are not addressed.

	Final Comments

(10%)

InTASC Standards: 9, 10
	The final comments section clearly describes what the researcher would do differently and presents ideas for future research. There is a sincere and thorough reflection on how the research project will influence the researcher’s teaching practice.
	The final comments section clearly describes what the researcher would do differently and presents ideas for future research. The reflection states how the research project will influence the researcher’s teaching practice but deeper discussion is merited.
	The final comments section describes what the researcher would do differently and presents ideas for future research. There is a somewhat cursory statement of how the research project will influence the researcher’s teaching practice.
	The final comments section lacks a discussion of what the researcher would do differently or ideas for future research or a reflective statement on how the research will influence future teaching practice is missing or incomplete.

	Appendix (5%)
	Separate appendices for each data collection instrument are provided along with cover pages identifying the appendix by letter and by title
	Separate appendices for each data collection instrument are provided. Cover pages lack either identification of the appendix by letter or title of the appendix
	Data collection instruments are included in the appendix but separate cover pages are not included.
	Data collection instruments are missing or are incomplete in the appendix.


